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He left College in his twenty-fourth
year, and stayed for a while in Lancashire,
where he had relations, and there fell in
love with one he has written of in The
Shepheards Calender as " Rosalind, the
widdowes daughter of the Glenn,35 though
she was, for all her shepherding, as one
learns from a College friend, " a gentle-
woman of no mean house.55 She married
Menalchus of the Calender and Spenser
lamented her for years, in verses so full
of disguise that one cannot say if his
lamentations come out of a broken heart
or are but a useful movement in the
elaborate ritual of his poetry, a well-
ordered incident in the mythology of his
imagination. To no English poet, perhaps
to no European poet before his day, had
the natural expression of personal feeling
been so impossible, the clear vision of the
lineaments of human character so difficult;
no other's head and eyes had sunk so far
into the pillowy cleft. After a year of
this life he went to London, and by
Harvey's advice and introduction entered
the service of the Earl of Leicester, staying